[Familial history of cancer and dietary pattern, serum cholesterol, serum protein and blood hemoglobin].
The relationships between the history of cancer in parents and the dietary pattern, serum cholesterol, serum protein and blood hemoglobin were examined to assess the possible role of lifestyle transmission in the familial aggregation of cancer. Individuals with history of cancer in parents were selected from a population of 1,221 individuals. Five age- and sex-matched controls for each case were selected from individuals, the parents of whom were alive at the age of the case parent. Intake of miso soup, pickles and milk product showed associations with the history of cancer in parents. It was also found that serum cholesterol was significantly lower in individuals with history of cancer other than stomach in the mother. Interestingly, serum protein, especially the globulin fraction, was found to be significantly lower among individuals with the history of cancer in parents. These findings suggest that lifestyle transmission might play some role in the familial aggregation of cancer.